26                        A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

said before, their influences on things below; that
studied and found out the physical virtues of plants,
metals, minerals, and, in a word, every difficult thing,
either in natural or experimental philosophy,

These were the magicians of those days; and to
write a system of magic as it was then practised,
and is to this day understood to be the first meaning
of it, would be to write a system of natural philosophy;
only with this specific difference, namely, that with
the utmost of their search, the highest of their reach,
and the greatest of their understandings, they knew
so little of everything, or indeed of anything, that
the wisest of their wise men, the most accomplished
magician or Chaldean, in all the Egyptian or Chal-
dean courts, could not pretend to know what our
present pupils in science come to the understanding
of in the first lectures of philosophy, which they go
through in a course of academic study.

Their conceptions of things were rough and
rude; what they entertained was either received
by the instruction of others, as by oral tradition
from the like wise men that went before them, or
from the dark conjectures of their own reasoning
and inquiring dispositions, joined perhaps to some
few, and those but very mean experiments of their
own making, from observation and reflection.

These first lights burnt very dim in their under-
standings, and gave but little helps to them in
their search after knowledge; but still, as the rest
of the world was infinitely darker, and more igno-
rant also than they are now, so this dim light, and
these glimmerings of knowledge, appeared to them
(in proportion to the light they had to judge by) as
bright and shining as the greatest and most con-
summate knowledge does now to us in the heads of
a Boyle, a Newton, or the most exquisite and best
accomplished philosophers of the age.

All things in nature are great or little in their